
May 17, 2008:  Rodriguez Touts Adoption of Bipartisan Plan for Lowering Gas Prices

  

  Administration Adopts Plan Rodriguez Cosponsored   

  

  San Antonio, TX-Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) today applauded the plans of the
US Department of Energy for deciding it will not sign contracts for new shipments of oil for the
six-month period beginning July 1, potentially saving people up to 24 cents per gallon on gas. 
This past week the full US House of Representatives voted in an overwhelming, veto-proof
bipartisan majority for the Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and
Consumer Protection Act  (H.R. 6022) to direct the
President to temporarily suspend the fill of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) through the
end of the year.  Rodriguez was a cosponsor of the bill.   

  

  &quot;I cosponsored this bill because when hearing from folks at home from El Paso to San
Antonio and everywhere in between, I consistently was told that they were having trouble
paying their bills and gas prices are one of their biggest problems,&quot; said Rodriguez. 
&quot;I'm pleased the President finally listened to Texans and Americans who are feeling pain
at the pump, and that now people may be able to save as much as 24 cents per gallon of
gas.&quot;    

  

  Filling the SPR takes 76,000 barrels of oil off the market each day, even though the reserve is
97 percent full - enough to meet our national security needs. Democrats and Republicans
agreed this week that the American people would benefit from suspending these government
acquisitions and purchases.   

  

  The SPR has been tapped or temporarily suspended before by President Bush, President
Clinton, and the first President Bush.  In 2000, after such action, the price of oil dropped by
one-third - from $30 to $20 per barrel.   
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